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This morning I would like to begin by asking you to think about your 

identity. Who are you? I’m not just talking about your name or your 

appearance or your occupation, but who is the real you on the inside? 

Where do you find your significance? And how do people know who you 

are? How do they identify your loyalties and passions, your purpose and 

direction in life?  

 

As followers of Christ we have a very unique identity.  2 Cor. 5:17 says, 

“If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; the old is gone, the new 

has come.” When you turned to follow Jesus, something in you changed, 

and that change gave you a new identity.  

 

Illus: When I got married, it affected my identity. This relationship of 

marriage is so intrical to my identity that people no longer just think of Ty 

but they automatically associate me with my bride—no longer just “Ty” 

but now “Ty and Pauline.”  

 

In a much greater way, your union with Christ transforms your identity—

Christ in you! Like a bride whose name changes when she marries, so in 

Christ we are told that we have been given a new name, a new identity. 

We are now children of God, adopted into His family.  

 

Our new identity in Christ is so significant that God gave us a specific 

ordinance by which we are to announce our new identity to the world, and 

that’s the ordinance of baptism.  

 

As I mentioned earlier this morning, we are going to be having a 

baptismal service. And so I’d like to take the opportunity this morning to 

begin preparing us for what will be such an awesome celebration.  

 

And I want to do that by turning your attention to Matthew 28:18-20. This 

passage is known as the great commission. It contains Jesus’ final words 

before He ascended back into heaven after His resurrection. And in it, He 

clarifies our mission in this world.  

 

“And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been 

given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of 

all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 

the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and 

lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” (Matt. 28:18-20) 
 

This passage gives us our assignment as believers and gives us the 

purpose of our existence as a church... On the basis of Jesus’ authority, 

we are to go to our world with the good news of the gospel to make 

disciples of Jesus and teach them to obey all that He has commanded. But 

did you notice that right in the center of this great commission we are told 

to baptize those new believers? We are to confirm their new identity as 

followers of Jesus.  

 

What I’d like to do this morning is answer some basic questions about 

baptism on the basis of this passage. But before we dig into Matt. 28, it’s 

important for me to define what I mean when I use the term baptism, 

because we live in a religious culture where the term baptism can have 

very different meanings depending on one’s background.  So let me give 

you a definition of baptism that is not merely based on a certain tradition 

but rather a careful and comprehensive study of the scriptures.  

 

Baptism is an outward public demonstration of one’s faith in Christ 

and allegiance to His Lordship. In other words, it is an outward 

expression of an inward change (spiritual rebirth).  

 

At Trinity we practice “believer’s baptism.” That is, a person is only 

baptized when he or she is old enough to understand the gospel, has 

personally accepted the gospel through repentance and personal faith in 

Jesus Christ, and is able give a believable profession of faith in Christ 

(“believable” means that there is observable evidence of personal faith as 

a follower of Christ).  

 

This is why we don’t practice infant baptism at TEFC. Rather, we 

dedicate babies, and there is Biblical precedence for that (Samuel, Jesus). 

We reserve baptism for those who have made the personal choice to 

repent of sin and put their trust and allegiance in Jesus—being of an age 

where they can do that with clear understanding and personal choice of 

their will (not just because they are part of a Christian family).  

 



So why do we take this stand on “believer’s baptism?” Because every 

time someone was baptized in the New Testament, it was preceded by 

personal repentance from sin and confession of faith in Jesus Christ. 

Baptism is not a means of salvation, but an expression of salvation.  

 

Believer’s baptism is the best way to observe the clear pattern in the New 

Testament where baptism always follows conversion as an outward 

declaration of one’s surrender to Christ.  

 

So, I’ve summarized for you what we believe about baptism.  

Now, let’s go to Matthew 28 and answer 5 important questions about 

baptism.  

 

1. The reason for baptism (why?) 

 

Jesus begins by saying, “All authority has been given to me in 

heaven and on earth” (vs. 18). Here Jesus is establishing His 

absolute authority to make this command to make disiciples and 

baptize them.   

 

The most fundamental reason for you to be baptized is obedience 

to Jesus’ command. It allows you to take a first step of obedience 

as you follow the Lord’s own example in being baptized Himself 

(Matt. 3:13-17). 
 

But why is it necessary for us to publically identify with Jesus?   
 

Matt 10:32-33 ~ “Everyone therefore who shall confess Me 

before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in 

heaven. "But whoever shall deny Me before men, I will also deny 

him before My Father who is in heaven.” 

 

Baptism is a tangible and biblical way for us to confess Christ 

publically through obedience to His Lordship.  

 

2. The recipients of baptism (who?) 

 

Jesus goes on in vs. 19 to say, “Go therefore and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them…” 

 

 Who is the “them” that are supposed to be baptized?  

 All nations? Who within all those nations should be baptized?  

Disciples! We are to baptize those who have willingly chosen the 

life of discipleship by turning from their allegiance to sin and self 

and put the full trust and allegiance in Christ—they have counted 

the cost of following Christ and said yes.  

 

3. The Significance of baptism (what does it mean?) 
 

Let’s pick up where we left off in vs. 19: “Baptizing them in the 

name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.”  

 

The term “baptize” (baptidzo) means to dip or to immerse. For 

example, if someone was going to dye a piece of cloth, they 

would fully immerse it, or baptize it in the dye.  

 

At Trinity we practice full immersion baptism not only because 

of the meaning of word “baptidzo” but more importantly because 

of the rich meaning that it symbolizes.  

 

When we lower someone into the water and raise them back up 

out of the water again, it is a picture of the death, burial and 

resurrection of Christ.
1
  

 

It’s a visual way of identifying yourself with the death, burial, 

and resurrection of Jesus and that through faith in Him you 

too have died to sin and been raised to new life.  
 

And this baptism, this new identity, is to be declared in the name 

of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Your new identity 

in Christ is so transforming that God is now your Father, and your 

life is marked by the Holy Spirit.  

 

Illus: Spiritual birth certificate ~ states your identity, who you 

belong to (God is your Father; joint heirs with Christ), that 

you are a part of the family of God.  

 

 

                                                           
1
 Col 2:11-12; Rom 6:1-4 



4. The implications of baptism (so what?) 
 

In vs. 20, Jesus clarifies that baptism is not an end in itself. Not 

only are we to baptize these new disciples, but we are to go on 

“teaching them to obey all that [Jesus has] commanded [us].”  

 

Baptism is an event, but it represents the beginning of a life-long 

journey of growth—not only in knowledge but in obedience to 

God’s Word. You cannot divorce baptism from discipleship. 

When a person publically identifies himself with Christ through 

baptism, he is giving people reason to expect ongoing growth as a 

follower of Jesus.  

 

5. Blessing of baptism (rhetorical question--why not?) 

 

Jesus concludes by saying, “and lo, I am with you always, even to 

the end of the age” (vs. 20). 

 

If you are truly a follower of Jesus, why wouldn’t you gladly 

acknowledge Him publically—why wouldn’t you take this step of 

obedience—why wouldn’t you want to share what He has done 

for you?  

 

Jesus promised His followers that He would be personally present 

with them and never leave them. And you know that His presence 

is never more beneficial to you that when you are unashamedly 

walking in obedience to Him.   

 

Baptism is a beautiful and biblical way for you to publically declare that 

you have a new identity in Jesus Christ—that you are turning away from 

any other allegiance opposed to Christ and following Jesus as Lord and 

Savior. It declares to the world that you are no longer your own but you 

belong to Christ.  

 

Illus: Wedding Ring ~ Wearing it doesn’t make you married. Not wearing 

it doesn’t make you single. But once you are married, it identifies that 

you belong to someone else. It is the outward symbol of the 

commitment you made in your heart.  
 

 

Application (So what should we do with this message?):  

 

If you have made the conscientious decision to turn away from 

sin and put your trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, but have 

not yet been baptized as a public declaration of your allegiance to 

Christ, I would urge you to take advantage of the opportunity that 

is before you.  

 

But what if you have been a follower of Christ for many years 

and were baptized 20 years ago? Does this message have any 

relevance for you? Yes! Because the real heart of this message 

has to do with your identity in Christ. If you were baptized 20 

years ago, that’s great, but the most important question is, are you 

living it today? Is it evident in your daily life that your identity is 

in Christ? That He is the source of your significance. He 

determines your loyalties and drives your passions. He supplies 

the purpose and direction of your life? Are you living the life of a 

true disciple?  

 

Finally, the most important response to this message is not about 

baptism itself but about what baptism portrays: Be S. U. R. E. that 

you are in Christ.  

 

 

 Acrostic: 4 steps to be S.U.R.E. that you are in Christ: 

 

• See that you are a sinner in God’s eyes. 

 

Isaiah 59:2 – “your sins have made a separation between 

you and your God.” 

 

 

• Understand that Christ died for you and rose again to 

reconcile you to God.  

 

I Peter 3:18 – “For Christ died for sins once for all, 

the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to 

God.” 

 



• Receive new life in Christ personally. 

 

John 1:12 - “Yet to all who received Him, to those who 

believed in His name, He gave the right to become 

children of God.” 

 

Acts 16:31 – “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you 

shall be saved…”  

 

2 Cor. 5:17 – “if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” 

 

• Express your desire for Christ to be Lord of your life.  

 

Rom. 10:9-13 – “if you confess with your mouth Jesus as 

Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from 

the dead, you shall be saved; for with the heart man 

believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth 

he confesses, resulting in salvation. For the Scripture 

says, "Whoever believes in Him will not be 

disappointed."… for "Whoever will call upon the name of 

the LORD will be saved." 

 


